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     About the Book: In his new book, Alan Woods examines the broad sweep of Ameri-
can history from a Marxist perspective. Many Americans view the ideas of socialism and 
Marxism with suspicion and distrust. In Marxism and the U.S.A., the author shows that 
these ideas are not at all foreign to the history and traditions of the American people.  
There are many inspiring examples throughout U.S. history which graphically illustrate 
this. From the revolutionary struggle of the colonists against British rule to the war 
against slavery, Americans can be proud of their militant and democratic traditions. The 
heroic struggles of working people for the eight-hour day and the great wave of sit-down 
strikes in the 1930s offer many lessons for today’s workers and youth. 
     Today there is an immense polarization of wealth in the U.S. between the extremely 
rich and the extremely poor. The years of boom have come to an end. In spite of its im-
mense power, U.S. capitalism has entered a phase of terminal decline along with the rest 
of the world. This is refl ected in the questioning by many ordinary working Americans of 
the society they live in. The ideas of Marxism can explain why society fi nds itself in this 
impasse and also offer a way out to American workers and youth.
     The American people and above all the American working class have a great revolutionary tradition. On the basis 
of great historical events they are destined to rediscover these traditions and to stand once more in the front line of the 
revolution as they did in 1776 and 1861. The future of the entire world ultimately depends on this perspective. And al-
though today it may seem very far off, it is not so incredible as one might think. Marxism and the U.S.A. will serve as an 
introduction to the rich revolutionary history of the United States.
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Marxism and the U.S.A. was first published by Wellred July, 2005. Copyright © Wellred. ISBN: 1 9 0000 7 24X.

About the Author: Alan Woods is the author a number of books published by Wellred including: Ireland: 
Republicanism and Revolution, The Venezuelan Revolution: A Marxist Perspective, Bolshevism – the Road to Revolution, 
and Lenin and Trotsky: What They Really Stood For and Reason in Revolt: Marxist Philosophy and Modern Science, the 
last two written in conjunction with Ted Grant. In particular, Reason in Revolt has been hailed as a major contribution 
to Marxist theory. Among its admirers is President Chavez of Venezuela. Reason in Revolt has been translated into many 
languages, including Turkish, Greek and Urdu and has also been published in the U.S.A. Also due for publication is 
Marxism and the National Question. He is presently working on two important new books: The History of Philosophy
and Marxism and Art. He is currently the editor of the Marxist journal Socialist Appeal, published in London, and also 
of the In Defence of Marxism website (www.marxist.com), which is followed by many labor activists and students of 
Marxism around the world. 

     How to Order: Marxism and the U.S.A. is now available in the U.S. for just $15 including postage. International 
orders are $20 including postage. Trade and volume discounts are available. Please send check or money order to the 
address below or visit our website for secure credit card payments through PayPal.  Please write or email us for more 
information on Marxism and the U.S.A. or for bulk orders. 


